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In the early 1920s, the automobile industry in the newly established Czechoslovak Republic was
in crisis. The country was economically exhausted by the war, the pre-war domestic market had
reduced substantially with the collapse of the monarchy, and foreign trade contacts had been
severed. Development of the sector was also seriously hampered by the fact that cars were
regarded as a luxury and burdened with very high taxes. In the Mlada Boleslav car plant this
crisis finally led to a change of owner and also the marque. In 1925 the factory founded by
Vaclav Laurin and Vaclav Klement became part of the big Skoda industrial group. One of the

last cars with the Laurin & Klement plaque on the radiator was the type 105 caron display,

whose first owner was the Prague lawyer and well-known balloon flight enthusiast,
JUDr. Rudolf Rumples.







The Laurin & Klement Mlad4 Boleslav car plant, producing cars from 1906, rapidly became one
of the most important car makers in the monarchy over the next few years. Its commercial and
passenger vehicles, which it produced in all categories and with a very wide range of many
types, were sold with great success abroad too. This Laurin & Klement RK/M car, part of the

National Technical Museum collection, was bought in 1913 by the legendary car racing driver
Count Alexander Kolowrat. The car originally had a five-litre sleeve-valve engine of the RK type,
which Kolowrat ordered to be replaced in the factory in 1921 by a special M type racing engine
with overhead valves, of which only two were made. In the first half of the twenties, this

redesigned car garnered numerous successes with FrantiZek Svoboda behind the wheel
in domestic sports and racing events.










Prasident Vaclav Klaus's Skoda Superb







